Objectives: The aim of this study is to investigate on some aromatic plants growing in Libya, their major volatile oils contents and traditional uses, indicating dangerous hazards facing plant biodiversity especially medicinal plants and measures taken to protect them. Methods: The study is mainly based on electronic database survey using Scopus, PubMed, and Science Direct, etc. and communication with Libyan local inhabitants of some areas. Gathered information has been evaluated and summarized in tables. Results: Aromatic plant of 41 species has been mentioned of medicinal value represented by 14 plant families and 29 genera. Three aromatic plant species growing in Libya are not recognized and used by Libyans. Endemic species are mentioned; Origanum cyrenaicum, Teucrium zononii and Ballota andreuzziana. Conclusions: Even though Libya remains as one of the most biologically diverse countries in the Mediterranean region, scarce information about aromatic medicinal plants could be found. Libya is also suffering from extreme biodiversity destruction and degradation due to Sahara expenses and climate changes and other reasons. To deal with the problem IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation has made a mission in Libya to promote projects.
INTRODUCTION
Libya is a country in the Maghreb region of North Africa. It has an area of 1760000 square kilometres consisting mainly of desert (more than 90%) and the Mediterranean coast. Coastal strip and El-Jabal El-Akhdar known as the green mountain region which contributes to about 50% of the total plants in the whole country.
1,2 While other percentage of plants are distributed in regions as the El-Jabel El Garbi (Gharian), Ghadames, Awbari and Tarhona regions. There are 2103 plant species in Libya that belong to 856 genera and 155 families. 2 According to literature there are 450 medicinal plants growing in Libya and 208 are recognized and extensively used by Bedouins and local inhabitants in traditional medicine. [3] [4] [5] Where about 30% of the population in Libya relies on traditional medicine. 6, 7 Although there has been no detailed ethnopharmacological investigation in Libya, aromatic plants are used for treatment of diseases and also in perfumery and cosmetics. Thus the main aim of this investigation is to highlight on some aromatic plant species growing in Libya and their traditional uses. Taking into account that the medicinal plants from Libyan flora is still insufficiently investigated, and the scarce information about the Libyan folkloric medicine especially aromatic plants, this will be the useful review that is carried out on the topic.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
This review is mainly based on communication with some Libyan people using traditional medicines and electronic database survey using Scopus, PubMed, Science Direct and Google Scholar. Gathered information has been evaluated and summarized in Tables.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION.
According to the literature survey 41 aromatic plants grown widely in Libya are represented Although two species (Satureja thymbra, Verbena tenuisecta ) growing widely in Libya are used all over the world, but not used in Libya. 24 On the other hand Libya is also suffering from extreme biodiversity destruction and degradation due to Sahara expenses and climate changes and other reasons. To deal with the problem IUCN 
CONCLUSION
Further phytochemical investigations and documentation of aromatic plants used in traditional Libyan medicine should be carried out immediately. Aromatic plants suffer as well as other plant species in Libya from extreme bio-diversity destruction and degradation due to global climate change, overgrazing, uprooting, and wood cutting especially along the Libyan coast. 23 The projects about the protection and propagation of plant biodiversity in particular medicinal and aromatic plants of Libya must be supported.
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